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By Dick Russell 

Early last week, the House, Select Cpmmittee on As- 
sassinations released photographs of lour men, one a 
man named “Maurice Bishop.” The committee, which 
is about to begin open hearings into the possibility that 
President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, 
Jr. , 'were victims of conspiracies, asked if anyone could 
identify' either Bishop or the other three mystery 
figures it sought for questioning in the probe. I do not 
know Maurice Bishop, but I know someone who does. 

Though the committee gave no pujDlic details about 
its interest in these men, sources close to the investiga- 
tion reveal the following; 

• The photo of a man identified as “Ralph” originat- 

ed with an Atlanta resident named Claude Powell. Po- 
well and his brother have reportedly claimed that 
“Ralph” met them in a bar in 1967 and offered them 
$25,000 to kill King. When Powell refused to provide 
additional details, the House committee cited him for 
contempt. . • . , j u • 

• Tvvo photographs, oLa young rnan with blond hair, 

allegedly taken in Mexico City in 1963, have been 
identified ;to the committee as being the same fellow 
who entered the Cuban embassy that fad, claiming to 
be Lee Harvey Oswald. Eusebio 4zcue, the former 
Cuban consul in Mexico City, is said to have provided 
this startling, information last spring 'in Havana lo a 
) ■ I team , of : visiting investigators (Cor^linued on page 22) 
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^^^ouldn’ttalktome. , , ■' 

town fn ' ®ereed to meet me down^ 

^wn across from the Trailways bus station. 
!!!i t ® Cuban, about sbc feet tall J 
of abourtOnaitHFTn hourl 

of small talk in a nearby grill, we drove to one 
of the big hotels along Miami Beach and 
found an isolated corner in the lobby. There' f 
I learned that Schweiker’s staff was protect- f 
ing hm as Its key witness. There, I learned 
too about Maunce Bishop. 

Veciana had been president of a Havana 
accounting firm when Castro took over Cuba 
Embittered by Castro’s turn toward Commu- 
nism, he began tO' secretly raise funds for an 
anti^Castro uprising. Shortly thereafter, in 
n ** visit from the gentleman ' 

who called himself Maurice Bishop It was to ‘ 
be the first of more than 100 meetings, in a ' 
relauonship that would last 12 years. ^ : ' ■ . M 

2 and appeared ' 
,-.^„^^uf/5,_dressed expensively and had sun- ^ 
^ spots Wow.Ws ■jsye»?;HeToltf^caffiBW|& 
part of an ^erican intelligence service; but ^ 
instructed him not to ask which one He ® 

ti Lastro Cubans m sabotage and psychologi- 
cal war are inside Cuba.. Another American, ^ 

“Melton,” as- ^ 

sisted with his instruction. w 

The initial strategy was to spread false ru- 
mors among the population about the eco- 
nomic instability of Castro’s regime— a CIA nt 

ChSe t Salvador Allende in se 

p used Vecma to coordinate an assassina- a 
tion attempt The first was scheduled as Cas-1 di( 
r the S^oviet cos- thi 

wh^n R- Gagarin, but was cancelled , 

when Bishop feared a violent Soviet reaction, wa 

^ planned for October 1961 ne' 

frnm”! ^ ^ bazooka fired “bi 

of Se nTr ^^*'^0 got wind typ 

Cii£ K Veciana was forced to flee ask 

Sd "P°he French rais 

staved f ® passport from Belgium, a le 

stayed on undetected. ’ j jce 

VeciMa°a 2 ^n**^T° contacted 1 ciai 

NeSYorrwTe"^?'^^^ 

iNew York, where he worked on another nlan hv ' 
to eliminate Castro should he come'tJ^ie^ r ‘ 
at the United Nations. Then, afteSthe S 

Mnied ®tshop or- Zli 

ganized a series of commando attacks on Bis! 
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e'.'h I-,- -v®*?hop kept sav ing Kennedy would have 
c m. -to Tie forcedjo mal ;e a decision ” he rememi i 

Inn t??. ships were attacked in 

'an' ‘^?^VPPf* phC;uba..The first one^as a 
.all J-mistake m identity; it was a British shipTlwk 

°ne| Sne^ ^^^ther nX 

ane Kennedy r^ch a p, unt, we held a press con- 

re^ I th^rf to let him kS)w about 
re,T the commando grot ps.. That was when Ken- 
ct- n^edy ordered that I be confined to Dade 
led County, Florida.” . ^ade 

ina ^h': terrorist raids, the Jus- 

)a. u ^^P^rtment restricted a number of Cu- 

an ili; n?e Veciana’s meetings 

“ to ffytSr’'* 

Veciana; 

a ; Bishop had given n e the address to a build- 

. mg, a bank or insu ahce company. *Sishoo 
■d was waiting there with a young guy aS 

a^curS^P^R-’r'^ ' 

g a cup of coffee,' Bishop says to him: T’Jl meet 

ta ked about the mo7ement and our plans l! 
f P n ^ ^ 'Fhfs was n 

when I saw his pictu-e. But this means Os- k 

Jwald was working wit] [Bishop; ™ 

“After the Kennedj assassination,” Vecia- 
. na continues, “the FBI contacted me to ask 
I several questions. At irst I was worried but 
• the agent who intervie ved me said that it was 

I did^?^Tpll°^R™“*“^’ important. I ^ 

Sir ? the agent anything, because I ^ 
thought It would harm the movement.” 

fter the assassination, Veciana says he 
waited a year before going back to Dallas “I 
never asked Bishop ab lut Oswald,” he says 
I because Bishop always told me that in tiffs 
of work, you just do things, you don’t 
m 964, Bishop himself 
raised the subject. Veci ma’s cousin was tiien ^ 
a leading official in Castro’s mtelligence serv- 
ice. Many tunes. Bishop had beseeched Ve- '1' 
Sn ® iiformation from the big 

I “Now Bishop asked me if I thought that bov 
by getting my cousin a considerable amount I 
of money, .would.he si 6-he’d talked to Os- 1 ■ ^ 

wald to make it appeir that Oswald was ' '» 
worl^g for Castro? Bee ause of this, I asked 
Bishop if it was true that Oswald had been * 

iofer^f said it did ^ 

not matter if 

■ . ' Continued 
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